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this Bill. But if there should be a ballot
how much simpler it would be, instead of
preparing a special roll with a view of
geiting through this little c¢hange which
would be called a precedent afterwards,
how much better it would be to provide
that the ballot would be taken on Lhe
mayoral list, the list that would be used
for an extraordinary eleetion for Lhe
mayoralty of a municipality, how much
less 1t would cost, and then if Ministers
wish they could bring in a Bill in an
open, manly way to embody their pet
view of the municipal franchise.

On motion by Hon. R. J. Lynn, debate

adjourned.

BILL~—COMPANIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th Septem-
ber.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): I do not propose to speak
on the second reading of the Bill. I un-
derstand it is the intention of the hon. Mr,
Kingsmill to introduce very comprehen-
sive amendments of the existing banking
law when the Bill is in Committee, so I
do net propose to oppose the second read-
ing of the measure.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan) : In order that I may have some op-
portunity of making a reply to the
speeches that have been delivered on the
Bill, I beg to move—

. That the debate be adjourned.

Motion passed.

House adjourned at 8.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKEL took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LUDLOW PINE PLAN-
TATION.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Minister for Lands : 1, How long bhas
the present overseer (Mr. G. Ashton)
been employed on the Ludlow pine plan-
tation? 2, How many men has he engaged
during that time? 3, How many men have
been dismissed, and for what reason? 4,
Is it a fact that the overseer, or his wife,
is proprietor of a store, and that the em-
ployees are expected to deal there? 5,
If so, will he take steps to put a stop
to such a practice ?

The MINISTER FOR TANDS re-
plied: 1, Two years. 2, 59. 3, 44: 18 on
aceount of incompetency, who were kept
on for less than one week; 15 because of
slackness and ineompetency; 7 because
of drunkeness; 2 neglecting duty; 1 ill-
treating horses; 1 thieving in eamp. 4.
The overserr’s wife, it is known, keeps a
store on her own land at Ludlow station.
About a year ago instruetions were is-
sned to the ganger that if the men em-
ployed on the plantation were served from
the store his services would be dispensed
with, and similarly the men were also
notified that if they had any dealings
with the store they wounld be dismissed.
I am assured that no infractions of this
instroetion have been committed. 5, If
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proof is fortheoming that the instrue-
tions have been disregarded, aection
will be taken.

QUESTION—PFERTH TRAMWAYS,
WORKERS’ TICKETS.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Mipister for
Railways : 1, Is he aware that workers’
tickets are available for return by any
train ¢ 2, Will he extend the same pri-
vilege to workers who patronise the
trams ¢ 3, If so, when ¢

The MINISTER FOIt RAILWAYS re-
plied : 1, Yes., (2 and 3.) In Adelaide
no concession is allowed in respect to
workers travelling on the tramways. In
Sydney workers’ fares are allowed on
trams arriving at the varions termini not
Tater than 7.30 aan., but no conecession is
allowed after that time, nor for the re-
turn journey, for which a full fare must
be paid. It is, however, the intention of
the Government to review the fares and
charges for concession tickets when ad-
ditional power and trams are available.

QUESTION—KALGOORLIE ABAT-
TOIES, DETRAINING OF CATTLE,

Mr. GREEN nasked the Minister for
Lands : 1, Is he aware that the present
practice of detraining cattle at the Kal-
goorlie stalion and driving them through
a portion of the town to the abattoirs
has lLeen attended with several narrow
escapes from accident by residents in the
vieimty ¥ 2. Have not several requests
from local bodies been received for ar-
rangements to be made to detrain them
at or near the abattoirs ¢ 3, In view of
the two foregoing facts, will he cause
early arrangements to be made, so that
the caitle may be detrained at the ab-
atloirs as desired ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied : 1, It has been stated that such
is the case. 2, Yes. The Municipal Coun-
cil of Kalgoorlie has made writfen re-
presentations with a view to handing
over the responsibility to the Agricul-
tural Department time and again during
the last few vears, but so far no prae-
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tieal scheme has been put forward other
than that we should shounider the expen- .
ditvre. 3, The proposal for establish-
ing the stockyard at a point on the mag-
azine and abattoir siding that shall be
satisfactory to the council, the trade, and
this department, has been referred to
the Minister for Railways for considera-
tion. As the removal of those yards, or
otherwise, is purely a railway or loecal
arrangement, the department takes no
share in the expenditure, but will will-
ingly assist in any way in providing the
land for the vards, and any races or
roadway to the abatiolr yard, that
might be thought necessary—this being
sitnate three-quarters of a mile from the
uearest point of railway,

QUESTION—STATE HOTEL AC-
COUNTS.

My, O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, Why is not a detailed statement given
in the monthly accounts of receipts and
expenditure showing the operations of
State hotels and tourist resorts? 32, Is
there any objection to such course? 3,
Will he provide in future a detailed
stalement showing—(a) The profits or
losses on each State hotel; (b} The pro-
fits or losses on the tourist resorts; (e)
The total cost of the inspection of liquors
branch ¢

The PREMIER replied : 1, 2, and 3.
The Treasury Department issue a monthly
statement in more detail than is the
case - elsewhere, The Government eon-
sider that this statement affords all the
detail whieh it is desirable to snpply, as
adjustments have to be made from time
to time during the currency of the finan-
cial vear.

QUESTION—FRESHWATER BAY
HIGH-WATER MARK.

Mr. WISDOM asked the Minister for
Lands : 1, When will the high-water
mark in Freshwater Bay he determined
by the Surveyor General ? 2, As local
anthorities concerned find difficulty in
arranging for beach improvements in the
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absence of a defined boundary, will he
direct that a plan showing the high-
water mark as determined by the Sur-
veyor General be prepared as soon as pos
sible ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied : 1, The preliminary survey has
just been eompleted and the plans are
now being examined. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS,
WICKEPIN-MERREDIN.

Mr. MONGER asked the Minister for
Works : 1, What rates and charges does
he intend making on produce consigned
to the Bastern Goldfields over the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line pending its transfor
to the Railway Depariment 7 2, Will he
assess the rates and charges upon the
same basis as those of existing Gov-
ernment railway lines ¢ 3, Will he as-
sess Lhe rates ard charges upon goods
consigned to settlers over this line upon
the existing railway tariff 7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, The present rale is 4d. per
ton per mile bot Lhe question of revision
is now under consideration. 2 and 3, No.

RETURN—GOVERNMENT PRINTING
OFFICE. AND PRIVATE WORE.

On motion by Mr. B. J. STUBBS
{Subiaco) ordered: That a retnrn be laid
npon the Table showing—1, The names of
printing firms owing money to the Gov-
ernment Printing Office for work done. 2,
The amnunt of money owing by each
individual firm. 3, The length of time
the various amounts have heen owing.
4, The names of firms who have had type
and other printing aceessories loaned to

them from the Government Printing
Office. 5, The value of same, and the
length of time it was loaned. 6, The

amount paid for loan of same.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Report of the Gaols
Department, 1912,
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BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, District Fire Brigades Act Amend-
ment.
2, Mines Regulation.
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—FISHERIES ACT
MENT.

Report Stage.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) moved—

That the report of the Commiliee be
adopted.

Mr. BOLTON (South Fremantle): In
the course of certain remarks made by
him on the seecond reading he bhad stated
that Greeks were engaged as fishermen, de-
fying the law and interfering with British
fishermen. A gentleman of the name of
Doscas had been deputed by the Greeks to
call upon him (Mzr. Bolton) and explain
that there was nol one Greek engaged ac-
tually in the catehing of fish, but that the
foreigners so employed were Neapolitans
and Sicilinns, Having made inquiries he
had no reason to doubt that gentlemans
statement, and he took this opportunity
of recalling any remarks he had made
against the Greeks and attaching those re-
marks to the Neapolitans and Sicilians.
It was admitted that the Greeks were
running fish-shops and hawking fish, but at
the present time it would seem no Greeks
were engaged in catching fish, and as he
had promised to make that statement le
did so at this stage.

Question put and passed.

AMEND-

BILL—LAND VALUATION.
In Commz’{tee.

Resomed from the 9th October; Mr.
MeDowall in the Chair, the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 31—Constitution of eourt of re-
view for cases not exceeding £500:

The PREMTER: The member for Nor-
tham (Hon. J. Mitehell) had a number of
amendments on the Notice Paper in re-
speet to Clanses 31, 32, and 33, all deal-
ing with the question of the constitution
of the court of appeal. He (the Pre-
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mier) had promised that these claunses
should be postponed in order that he
might consider whether it was desirable
to retain the present court of appeal or
to substitnte that proposed by the mem-
ber for Northam, He had now come to
the conclusion that it would be desirable
to retain the court as proposed in the
Bill, particularly for the reason that we
would then bave uniformity in dealing
with appeals as well as in making valo-
tions. As he had previously pointed out,
local knowledge was not required in one
appointed to decide appeals, because all
the necessary local knowledge could be
obtained by the summoning of witnesses.
The only question that arose was as fo
whether the method adopted of submit-
ting certain cases to certain courts was
the eorrect one, Clauses 31 and 32 pro-
vided that where the valuations objected
to did not exceed £500 the court shoumld
be the local court held nearest to the land,
while if the valuation exceeded £500 the
appeal shonld be heard in the Supreme
Court. That meant a valuation of £500,
whether on the improved or the unim-
proved value, As there was a vast differ-
ence between the two valuations, it was
desirable to make some distinction, He
therefore moved an amendment—

That the following words be inserted
at the beginning of the clause:—“If
the valuation as originally objected to
does mot exceed, in respect of the un-
improved volue of any land, £500, and
in respect of the improved value of any
land, £1,000.”

Following on these words the clause
would still provide that in such cases the
eourt of review should be the local eourt
held nearest to the land, while the other
clause would remain as at present. From
information received he knew that there
was a desire on the part of the Common-
wealth anthorities to have some of the
appeals against the Commonwealth valu-
ations heard by a Supreme Court judge;
so the amendment would facilitate matters
affecting the Commonwealth as well as
the State anthorities.  Where a fairly
large value was at state it was desirable
that the appeal should be heard by a
Supreme Court judge. To-day ohjee-
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tions were frequently raised to the meth-
ods adopted by various loeal bodies in
arriving at valuations, due to the fact
that there were loeal prejudices. Under
the proposed system those loeal preju-
dices would be removed. There was no
reasoh why an objector should not be
asked to apply to the Supreme Court if
his property exceeded £1,000 on the im-
proved value, or £500 on lhe unimproved
value,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The objec-
tion taken to the Supreme Court being
made a court of appeal was the excessive
cost that would be incurred. The amend-
ment moved by the Premier was a case of
Tweedledee or Tweedledum.

The Premier: It does not alter the con-
gtitution of the ecourt.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Nor did it
alter the amount which made it necessary
to go to the Supreme Court.

The Premier: The improved valuation
must be £1,000 before the objector goes
to the Supreme Court.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Bat the un-
improved value was the main thing, and
the amonnt of that still remained at the
original sum. It meant that those who
wished to appeal in respect to a bloek of
land of a value of over £500 must go to
the Supreme Court, which entailed a
heary expenditure. In the majority of
cases those objecting would not take the
trouble to do this. In other words, the
proposal was prohibitive.  The Federal
Government might wish to have their ap-
peals decided by a Supreme Counrt judge,
for the case was very different, the Com-
monwealth authorities having large claims
to be settled. In that ease £5,000 was the
minimum, and it was graded from £5,000
to many tens of thousands. In such in-
stances it would perhaps be justifiable te
expect the cost of appealing to the Sup-
reme Court to be undertaken, but it was
bardly proper to force persons who had
land valued at from £500 to £1,000 to go
to the Supreme Court with all its attend-
ant expenses.

Mr. Hudsen: Where would you draw
the line.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The line
ought not to be drawn at all. He would
make the local court the court of review.
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Mr. Hudson: Would you make it the
final eourt of appeal?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, hecause
the local court had a much befter know-
ledge of the value of the land. The ap-
pellant could be given the option of go-
ing to the loeal eourt, or, in the case of
high values, to the Supreme Court.

Mr. Hudson: That is what T mean,
There are some cases which onght fo go
to the Supreme Court.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The appel-
lant could have the right te go to the
Supreme Court if he so dezired, but the
owner of a small block ought not to he
compelled to go to the expense of apply-
ing to the Supreme Conrl.

Mr. Hudson: Yon would have 10 give
the same right to both sides.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXY: 'The more
local the eourt the better idea woitld the
court have of the value of the land.

Mr. Hudson: You are now inaking
them the valuers, and not the jndges.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The udges
could not be the valuers. The judges
merely heard the evidence and f{ormed
their opinion on that evidence. DBut {he
local court could do better, for it eonld
hear the evidence and weigh that evid-
ence in the light of loecal knowledge. It
was like arbitration; when an arbiiralor
was appointed to decide the value of a
property, although  the  arbitrator
weighed the evidence, still he had to de-
pend largely on his own judgment. The
same thing would apply to a loeal court.

Mr., Hudson: A magistrate of a loeal
court was not a permanent resident.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: That was
s0. The Premier should make the pro-
vision more elastic and make it condi-
tional and let the importance of the case
decide the necessity of going to the loecal
eourt as against the Supreme Court.

The Premier: Why should people have
to appeal?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The very
essence of the Bill made it necessary.
The drastic clauses in the Bill made it
necessary, and the Premier had already
stated that there must bhe appeals, becanse
the Government could deprive pecple of
their property under the Bill.
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The Premier: You have not read the
Bill.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The appeal
ought to be made as easy and as cheap
as possible. Men ought not to be foreed
into the Snpreme Court when they could
go to the local court.

Mr, MALE: The Premier would make
au appeal almost impossible for people
living in distant places. If a man in
Broome wished to appeal it would be too
expensive to go to the Supreme Court
and bring down witnesses, therefore the
Government had it in their hands to
make the valuation of a man’s property
what they liked, and it wonld be too
expensive for that person to appeal to
the Supreme Court if the person lived
a long way off. If appeals were neces-
sary, as the Premier admitted they were,
then we shonld make provision for the
appeals to be easy and not to erect bar-
riers to make the appeals prohibifive so
that the department counld make their
valnation as high as they liked.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: The increased
facilites which it was propused to give
for appeal were welecome, but why was
it necessary to have the provision for a
special magistrate? The remarks of the
Premier were somewhat of a reflection on
the local magistrates, because if there
was likely to be local prejudice in mat-
ters appertaining to the value of land,
then did it net infer that there wounld be
loeal prejudices in ordinary matters of
local court work?

Mr. HARPER: If the Premier had
had a little more experience of Supreme
Court eases he would not enforce this
provision. It was expensive and cumber-
some to appeal in the way proposed and
it might he just as well for some people
fo pay an exorbitant tax rather than
appeal, as the cost of appeal would be
so great. These matters should bhe left
to the magistrates residing in the districts
to decide. There was a tendency to een-
tralise too much of this business in Perth
and there should be no limitation of the
amount.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Local magistrates might be
biassed sometimes.
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Mr, HARPER: That was no! so, If
magsirates did make friends they could
surely decide cases independent of friend-
ship.

Mr. THOMAS: While the clause pro-
vided that the Governor might appoint
a special magistrate, it did not infer that
this was going to be done in every case
and it was not casting any aspersion on
the henour of individuals, but in 999
cages out of 1,000 the local wmagistrate
when the amount came within the juris-
diction of the court, would try the case,
The clanse said the Governor “may.”’
Still there might be special cases in
which the Minister would step in and say
that it wounld be better to appoint some-
one outside the sphere of intluence of
the locality, to inquire into the case. The
clause was absolutely justified on that
account. If a special action did arise in
which it was necessary to appoint o
special magistrate, that shonld be done.
As to the amount of £500, he agreed that
it was too small and that it should be
£1,000 of improved value and £2,000 of
unimproved value. As far as the taxa-
tion was concerned, on a valuation of
£2,000 or £3,000 it did not come to mueh,
and many s man would smart under an
injustice rather than go to the Supreme
Court and fight the difference of valua-
fion,

The PREMIER : While not really wed-
ded to the amount that shonld be in-
serted in the clavse to remove a ecase
from the local court to the Suopreme
Court, he wished to arrive at some
amount that would be satisfactory.

Mr. Wisdom: Why have any figure?

The PREMIER: In the desire to get
uniformity, he had in Clause 32 pro-
vided: “In other cases the court of re-
view shall be the Supreme Court; pro-
vided that every appeal under this Aect
shall be heard before ore judge, and the
Governor may from time to time assign
to one of the judges the hearing of all
sach appeals for sueh time as the Gov-
erpor shall think fit.” Just the same as
a judge was appointed to try all cases
m the Arbitration Court, so it was in-
tended to appoint a judge to hear all
appeals so that he might give special
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attention to the question. The objection
of the Opposition could be easily met by
an amendment to Clause 33 which he
proposed to move, to the effect that a
judge of the Supreme Court might make
an order to remove any appeal in a loecal
court to the Supreme -Court, or an appeal
pending in the Supreme Court inte the
local eonrt, That would save ineonveni-
ence and expense.

Hon, J. Mitchell: That is only piling
on eosts,

The PREMIER: No. If a person at
Broome appealed aganst the valnation
of the Valuer General and the amount
exceeded the value stipulated he could
make application to a judge of the
Supreme Court to have if heard before
the magistrate at Broome; unless the
Valuer General had strong reasons he
might move the eourt, in the interests
of the elient, to have the case heard be-
fore a magistrate. It was better to place
such duties in the hands of the Supreme
Court judge rather than in the hands of
the Governor-in-Council, because the
latter might be charged with having
treated one person differently from
arother on the ground that he was
a friend of the Ministry.

Mr. George: What sum will yon make
it?

The PREMIER : Not exceeding £1,000
unimproved, and £2,000 capital value.
The only appeals to any number would
be in the case of resumptions, and the
resumption elause only took the wvaluna-
tion as the walue at the time and allowed
an appeal under the Public Works Aect
as at present. How many appealed
against the decision of the Commissioner
of Taxation?

Mr. Male: He does not do the valuing.

The PREMIER: Yes he did, and on
a less satisfactory basis than would be
the ease under this measure. The Com-
missioner of Taxation took his informa-
tion from all and sundry, whereas, unler
this law, he would take it from one person
whose duty it would be to fix the values.
The coort of review proposed would be
all that conld be desired from the point
of view of the owner as well as of the
State.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the ob-
Jjection {o giving to the appellant the
right te go to either court®

The PREMIER: That would destroy
the uniformity in valuations. There were
complaints to-day about the ditferences in
valuations in different localities. The
objection had been raised by the Opposi-
tion in regard to the power to resume,
which did not aetually exist, but which
existed under the Public Works Aect.

Hon. Frank Wilson: This fizxes the
value?

The PREMIER: As he had ezplained
previously, this did not fix the value. The
hon. member for Moore (Hon. H. B.
Lefroy) first raised objection to Clause
41, and when the point was explained in
Commnittee he was convineed that the
clanse was fair. He (the Premier) had
consulted the Partiamentary draftsman in
order to he perfeclly satisfied. Hon.
members should read the last proviso to
Clause 41 as well as the words that the
valuations appearing in the current regis-
ter would he deemed to be true and cor-
rect, If a person was not satisfied that
the valuation was correct, he had a right
te dispute it. ‘The word ‘“‘deemed” gave
him that right.

Mr. Wisdom: Then why retain Clanse
413

The PREMIER: It was necessary to
have a basis from whieh to start. Land
owners who bad been in possession of in-
side information regarding resumptions
bad in the past jumped up-+their values.
This sort of thing should be prevented so
that the State should get a fair deal from
the point of view of resumption as well as
of taxation. If this Bill was passed a man
who juraped his value would he proved to
have robbed the State either by not pay-
ing fair taxation or by attempting to ob-
tain more than a fair value for the pro-
perty resumed. In other than that respect,
the Public Works Act would decide all
questions of resumption and this measure
wounld give no further power whatever
excepling in such a case. There was

, really no importance in the valuation and
the Valuer General would require prefty
strong grounds before he would refuse to
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remove an objection, becanse if that offi-
cial had no case he would have to pay the
law costs.

Mr. George: The appellant wonld be
put to a lot of expense,

The PREMIER: And the appellant
would be to blame if he had no grounds
for appealing.

Mr. GEORGE: It was not necessary
to make laws in which people might be
muleted in expense in trying to assert
what they considered was right. -This
clause covered the ordinary appeal as far
as taxation was concerned. The Commis-
sioner of Taxation had had to take the
valuation of the taxpayer subject to the
examination of loeal registers. Later on
the Commissioner employed valuers and
revised his valuations and would continue
to do so irrespective of whether this mea-
sure passed or not. When that was
completed, appeals would bhe likely to
ensae from people whose assessment had
been interfered with.

The Premier: No.

AMr. GEORGE: A ease was known to
him where the valuation had been jumped
up 25 per cent.

The Premier: I know of cases where
the parties themselves jumped it up 150
per cent.

Mr. GEORGE: Surely we did not de-
sire to pass a measure to impose a burden
of exira lawyers’ costs on taxpayers. The
procedure should be made as eheap as
possible. The State should be satisfied
with getting the amount of the taxation,
and if the taxpayer felt aggrieved, the
process of appealing should be as inex-
pensive as possible. If people had lo
travel to Perth to make application tfo
the Supreme Court, it would put them to
considerable expense, and the cost would
be heavy, even if they were able to in-
struet a solicitor by letter to make the
application. If people had to come to the
City, the bulk of them would say the game
was not worth the eandle. The Premier
might well consider the alteration of the
sum and the amount of £500 might well
be made £5.000. If he were in the Pre-
mier’s shoes he would not like it to go out
to the world that we were placing an ad-
ditional burden on the people by making
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it bhard for the taxpayers to appeal. The
fact was that it was a sin and a erime for
any one to own property in the State and,
therefore, the Government intended te
bleed owners in the manner in which the
Attorney General stated some time ago.

Mr. Thomas: You cught to be ashamed
of yourself.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GEORGE: If there was one thing
that he ought to be ashamed of it was
that he had to sit in the same Assembly
with the hon. member for Bunbury.

Mr, Thomas: It is the greatest privi-
lege vou possess, :

Mr. GEORGE: No,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier saw an objection to making it op-
tional as to whether the appeal should be
heard by the loeal court or the Supreme
Court, because uniformity of valnes were
wanted. He could not quite follow the
argnment, It stood to reason that there
conld not he untformity of values in a
State such as lbis and it was not always
possible to get ubniformity of values on
both sides of a road.

The Premier: Uniformity on the basis
of valuation.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: How much
better off would we be even if we did, and
would we get uniformity in the valuation
if we had uniformity on the basis of
valuation? Al that was wanted was a
proper valnation of the Iand and the im-
provements. How could we get that bet-
ter than by forcing people to go to the
Supreme Court for a decision on an ap-
peal than by going to the local court?

Mx. Turvey : Do vou not think in such
a case a judge would refer the matter to
the local court?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why should
he, and why should the Valuer General
assist in getting it referred to the local
court? The Valuer General would not
give faeilities to have his values altered.
The judge should have power to commit a
case to another court; at the same time
we should not make it imperative on the
Bill that if he, as owner of land on the
goldfields, were appealing against a valua-
tion, he should be forced to come to Perth
and submit to all the expense of appear.
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ing before the Supreme Court when he
conld get the matter heard by the local
court on the goldfields.

The Premier: The Supreme Court sits
on the goldfields.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, oe-
casionally, but there were many parts of
the State where it did not sit. The only
relieving portion of the clanse was in the
last paragraph of the proviso, to which
the Premier referred, and then it only
dealt with some new element for which
compensation might be demanded. The
question argse, were we not going to make
it difficult to appeal, and were we not
making it too costly, and in 90 per ecent.
of the cases where the value did not ex-
ceed £2,000, or even £5,000, the owners
would probably say that if they had to go
fo Perth acd submit to a lot of expense,
on the chance of getting the Valuer
General’s decision altered, it would be
Letter to leave the matter as it was.

The Premier: Are we not removing
that objection?

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier should make it optional and allow
the man who was appealing, to have the
right to go to the local court and, if he
thought the matter of snfficient impori-
unce, to zo to the Supreme Court,

The Premier : Will you give the Val-
ner General the same option ¢

Hon, FRANK WILSON : What op-
tion did the Valuer General want? It
was his valnation.

The Premier : The Valuer General
ropresents the State, a party to the ap-
peal.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The Val-
uer General did not appeal against his
own valuation, We were overloading
the Bill and putting a burden on these
individuals they should not be asked to
carry. There surely could be no objec-
tion to making the wmatter optional.

Mr. George : Perhaps he might be al-
lowed to move an amendment fo inecrease
the figures in the Premier's amendment
fronr £500 to £2,000, and from £1,000 to
£5.000.

The PREMIER : If you make it rea-
sonable I will sceept it. 1 told you that
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1 would acecept double the amounts men-
tinned in my amendment.

Mr. GEORGE : If the Premier would
not agree to what the leader of the Qp-
position desired, that was to make the
matter optional, the only thing that re-
mained would be to get the best amend-
ment. It was no use, however, any one
on the Opposition side suggesting an al-
teration of the figures unpless it was
known what the Premier would accept.

The Premier : I told you I would ae-
cept double the amount.

Mr, GEORGE : Would the Premier
agree to make the figures £1,500 and
£3,000.

Bon, Frank Wilson : I do not think
that wonld improve the position.

Mr, GEORGE : Perhaps the Chair-
man would take an amendment first to
make the matter optional.

The CHATRMAN : I will accept any-
thing.

The PREMIER : On the Notice Paper
there was an amendment by the member
for Northam whieh evidently met with
the wishes of hon. members opposite, and
which proposed to alter the constitution
of the coart. Now hon. members oppo-
site did net object to tha constitution of
the court so long as it was optional. He
was not prepared to accept an amend-
ment as to the-consiitution of the court,
but he would be prepared to accept an
alteration of the amounts which were
set out in his amendment. If the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington would move
to strike out ““five hundred’’ with a view
to inserting other words the Committee
conld ihen disenss what amount should
be inserted.

Mr. GEORGE moved an amendment
on the amendment—

That the words “five hundred” be
struck out,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In order
that it should be optional for the appel-
ant to appeal to either the Supreme
Court or the local court all the words
after ‘‘shall’’ in line 1, down to
‘‘pounds’’ in line 2 of the clause should
be struck out.
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The PREMIER : If the hon. member
desired to make the courts optional he
must vote against the amendment. If
the Committee did not ongree to the
amendment, that would be a direction
that they desired the appeal to be to
either the Supreme Court or the local
court. The member for Murray-Welling-
ton could in the first instance alter the
amount stated in the amendment, and
then if the Committee still desired to
make it optional they could vote against
the amendmient as amended, and if they
saceeeded in defeating the amendment
he would make provision so that it would
be optional for the appellant to go
to either eourt.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Mr. GEORGE moved a further amend-
ment on the amendmeni—-

That the words “one thousand five
hundred” be inserted in leu of “five
hundred” struck out,

The Premier :

that. :
Hon. FRANK WILSON : The objee-
tion to raising the amount was that the
people were now limited to the loecal
court, whilst lie ield they should have the
option of going to the Sapreme Court
if they wished.  Therefore, he would
like to see these words taken out alte-
gether.

The Minister for Lands : When it is
proposed to insert the amendment as
amended you can vote against it.

Amendment (to insert words) put and
negatived.

On motion hy Mr. 8. STUBBS the
words ‘‘one thousand’’ -were inserted
in lieu of ‘‘Ave hundred’’ struck out.

On motion by Mr. GEORGE amend-
ment further amended by striking out
the figures °‘‘£1000°° and inserfing
“£2 0007 in lieu.

Amendment as amended put and a di-
vision taken with the following result:—

I will not agree to

Ayes .. .. R
Noes .. . .. 10
Majority for .. .. 14
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AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr, Bath Mr, Munsle
Mr. Bolion Mr. Price
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr, B. J. Stubbs
Mr, Dwyer My, Tavlor
Mr. Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Gl Mr, Turvey
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Lewlis {Teller).
Mr, McDonald
Noks.
Mr. Allen © Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. deorge l Mr. F. Wtison
Mr. Monger I Mr. Wisdom
Mr, Moore | Mr. Male
(Teller).

Mr. A. N, Plesse
Amendment ns amended thus passed.

On motion by the PREMIER -clanse
further amended by striking out of line
1 the words “where the valuation as orig-
inatly objected to does not exceed £500.”

Clause as amended pnt and passed.

Clanse 32—agreed to.

Clanse 33—Removal of eases inte Su-
preme Court:

The PREMIER moved an amend-
menf—

That after the word “court” in line 3
the words “or an appeal pending in the
Supreme Court into a local court” be
added.

The clause provided that a judge of Lbhe
Supreme Court might order the removal
of any appeal pending in a loeal court in-
to the Supreme Court, hut ecases might
arise where it might be nndesirable to com-
pel a person to go to the Snpreme Court
and the amendment would allow the judge
te remove an appeal pending in the Su-
preme Court inte a local eourt.

Amendment put and passed.

On further motions by the PREMIER
the elanse was further amended by insert-
ing after “section” in line 4 the words
“thirty-one or”; also by adding at the end
of the clause the words “as the case may
be.”

Clanse as amended put and passed,

Clanse 34—agreed to.

Clause 35—Powers of Court on appeal:

Mr. GEORGE: Would the Premier say
it it would be possible to earry an appeal
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to the Commonwealth High Court, or if
this c¢lause would block thai. He could
eoheeive cases in this State that would
not be satisfied with judgment here, but
would go as far as it was possilble to go.

The PREMIER: There was no provis-
ion in the Bill that they might appeal
from cur Full Court to the High Court;
in faet the reverse was the case.

Mr. GEORGE: Would the Premier al-
low an appeal to his democratic prinei-
ples in this matter, The whole prineiple
of demoeracy, as shown by the various
upions in this State, was to have no court
of final appeal, in industrial matters nt
any rate,

The Premier: This is the final appeal,
the Supreme Court,

Mr. GEORGE: Why should it not be
taken to the High Court of the Common-
wealth, or if necessary, to the Privy Coun-
cil? Might he ask the Premier’s Deputy
Attorney {teneral, the hon. member for
Perth, whether, if this clause passed, it
would block an appeal to the High Court
of the Commonwealth ?

Mr, Dwyer : How we can we give in
our legislation an appeal to the Commou-
wealth High Court?

The Premier: We are not blocking it.

Mr. GEORGE: As the Attorney Gen-
eral had returned to his place, wounld he
say whether, if this elanse was passed,
it would be possible to appeal to the Com-
monwealth High Court if a claimant
shounld think it necessary to do so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On a
question of law, it. did not matter what
question it was, we could not oust any
court. It was possible to go to the highest
court in the land and the highest comrt
in the Empire.

Clause put and passed,

Clause 36—agreed to.

New clanse:

Hon, FRANK WILBON: A proposeld
new clanse had been placed on the Notice
Paper by the Hon, J. Mitchell. He (Mr.
Wilson) did not think there would be any
objection to it. It was taken from the
New Zealand Act, and it was obvious what
the intention was. He moved—

That the following be added as a new
clause :—" Any person may by notice in
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the prescribed form, and on payment of
the prescribed fee, require the Valuer
General lo make a new valuation of such
person’s property, and in such case the
register shall be amended pursuani to
the result of such new valuation.”
New clanse passed.

New clause:

The PREMIER : Tn answer to a sugges-
tion by the hon. member for Claremont,
he moved—

That the following be added to stand
as Clauge 26 :—"“When any roads board
or municipal council has, under any
Local Government Act, approved any
plan of the sub-division of any land,
the secretary of the board or the toun
clerk (as the case may be) shall, within
fourteen days after such approval, give
to the Valuer General notice in the pre-
scribed form, and with the prescribed
particulars, that such approval has been
given. Penalty: Five pounds,

New clause passed.

The PREMIER: It was his intention
to recommit the Bill at a later stage to
deal with Clanses 12, 13, 15 and 30, in
conformity with a promise which he gave
to the hon. member for Northam when
these elanses were being discussed, and
to make certain amendments which wounld
be placed on the Notice Paper.

Title—agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2}, £1,025,000.

Returned from the Legislative Coun-
¢il without amendment.

BTLI—DECLARATIONS AND AT-
TESTATIONS.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
'F. Walker} in moving the second reading
said: Although ihis measure is not a
lengthy one, it is nevertheless of con-
siderable importance, It seeks to con-
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fer a benefit upon all those who are called
upon from time to time to have doeu-
ments in relation to the transactions of
their affairs witnessed and duly attested.
It has been the eustom in most British
communities to place upon those who
are appointed to the distingnished hon-
our of being included in the roll of just-
ices of the peace the onerons duty of
witnessing and attesting sigmatures, and
perhaps also upon a certain number of
those of standing in the legal profession,
these duties having been imposed npon
this section of the community by virtue
of custom and statutory enactments. It
is of very great. difficuolty at times to
select in a large growing community
those persons who have attained by their
publie service to some distinetion, and
at the same time have sufficient leisure
to enable them to perform the very try-
ing duty of being at the beck and call
of all who desire the attestation of doen-
ments, The experiment has therefore
been tried in Sonth Anstralia, and also
under an Act of the Commonwealth to
increase the number of those other than
justices of the peace who can legally at-
test documents. The Bill is upon the
lines of the Commonwealth and the
South Ausiralian Aets in that respect.
It provides facilities for the general pnb-
lie, especially those who are in the out-
back, where it is difficult to obtain the
services of a justice of the peace. And
moreover it helps others in erowded
cities, for T regret to say that the modern
justice of the peace does not in every
case take an exalled view of the duties he
has to perform. He does not always
consider himseif called npon to be at all
hours of the day at the service of his
fallow citizens, and it very often happens
that in consequence of ineptitude or a
desite to evade duly on the part of a loeal
justice of the peace a litigant or omne
transacting the ordinary commercial
business of life is put to considerable
trouble and inconvenience. We have,
therefore, in this measure, 1 repeat.
adopted ne speecially new principle; in
fact in our own State we have partially
applied the principle which the Bill con-
tains. We have made it possible, for
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instance, for clerks of local eourts to
take declarations and administer oaths.
We have made it possible under the
Electoral Aet for even the ordinary eiti-
zen of the State to attest signatures, and
now we desire that a certain class of the
community specially mentioned shall have
the power. Whenever hy or under any
Act or statutory regulation passed be-
fore or after the commencement of this
measure it 15 provided that any statu-
tory declaration shall or may be made
before a justice of the peaee; or a just-
ice of the peace or some other person;
or that any instrument shall or may be
signed or executed in the presence of,
and be attested by, a justice of the peace,
or a justice of the peace or some other
person, such declaration or instrument
may be made before, or signed and exe-
cuted in the presence of, in the first in-
stance, a town clerk, secretary to a road
board, electoral registrar, postmaster,
classified  officer in the State or
Commonwealth public serviee, classi-
fled State school teacher, or mem-
ber of the poliee force, or a commis-
sioner for declarations appointed under
this measure. The provision for a com-
missioner appointed for taking declara-
tions under this measare is to enable us
in speecial cases to appoint those who can
legally attest signatures to docnments, or
fake declarations. For instance. in the
case of a bank it is very useful, cer-
tainly to those who are conduocting the
business of the bank as well as fo the
enstomers of the bank, to have someone
on the premises who ecan attest docu-
ments. Tn that ease not every servant of
the bank should have that privilege. We
want to know who is duly appointed,
wlho is the proper person in that parti-
euvlar bank to duly attest any document
requiring attestation. The power, there-
fore, is given in this measure for the
Attorney General to appoint anvone
sufficiently recommended, and who is a
known character or personage in the
bank. Tt would never do, for instance,
to appoint the ordinary clerk, who is
here to-day and up country to-morrow,
and out of the State altogether in a day
or two, We want to be able to call upon
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the person who has given this aitesta-
tion, if that should be necessary, within
a reasonable time; and therefore it is
proposed in the case of a bank that they
should say what officer, whether the ae-
countant or other officer, shall be the
persor nominated to be appointed by
the Attorney General to witness docu-
ments. I do nof think the measure re-
quires any elaboration or any lengthy
speech. I[ts benefit to the community
must be enormous, It will facilitate
transactions of every species of business
in whieh the witnessing of documents is
an important element. I therefore
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
have been perusing this small measure
within the last few minutes, and T quite
agree with the Aiforney General that it
does not require any elaboration. Nor
does it necessitate any ecriticism at my
hands, T propose, as far as T am eon-
cerned, to let the measure go through.

Mr. 8, STUBBS (Wagin): 1 should
like to compliment the Attorney General
on having brought in this measure. In
the out-back distriets great inconvenience
is caunsed to many citizens, who have to
travel long distances in order to get
documents signed before a justice of the
peace; and in many cases scores of miles
are travelled to the house of the nearest
justice of the peace only to find that he
is away at a long distance from where
he resides. I know of my own know-
ledge that during the past few months
many men have had to ride 50 and GO
niles from the Lake Grace distriet to
secure the services of a justice of the
peace. If the Bill becomes law, the
nearest police officer or postmaster or
school teacher will be of very great as-
sistance to many who now have to travel
long distances. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading. ’

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): While sup-
porting the measure, I would like to
bring one phase of the question before
the Attorney General. T guite agree with
all said by hon. members who have
spoken in regard to the class of men whe
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are to be appointed under the Bill, but
I think the time is opportune to go fur-
ther in this respect, and make all mem-
bers of the Legislature eligible to attest
signatures. Not necessarily to make
them justices of the peace to sit on the
bench, beeaunse that wounld be placing toa
much of a burden upon them; but so far
as attesting signatures is concerned I do
not think any persons mentioned in the
Bill can be more fitted for the duties than
members of the Legislature. When we
reach the Committee stage I intend to
move in that direction,

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle): I
think we can be unanimous with regard
to the utility of this measure. Just one
point occurs to me. At present appoint-
ments to the honorary magistracy are
made for certain magisterial distriets
only, and the gentleman appointed for
those districts ean only fill the office mth-
in those boundaries.

The Attornev General: Others are ap-
pointed for the whole State,

AMr. CARPENTER: But the question
I would ask is whether a person appointed
under the Bill would be free to attest
documents in any part of the State?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin}: I have much pleasure in sup-
porting this Bill. For a good many
months past practically no appointments
as justices of the peace have been made.
They have been held over, and on inquiry
at the Premier’s office T have been told
that the reason that many appointments
have been held over in batehes was be-
cause it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment to introduce this measure. I am
glad this measure has been introduced,
because the feeling of irritation in those
districts where there are no justices will
be allayed by the appointment of persons
to attest signatures. I have a note in
front of me urging that bank managers,
by reason of their position, should he in-
cluded in the list. I would like to in-
quire from the Attorney General if it
would not be wise to include bank mana-
gers, as has been done in similar legis-
Iation in the Eastern States. I propose
to bring this point up in Commitiee.
In the meantime T am glad that the Bill
has been brought forward, and I hope
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it will be passed guickly and that the
appointments will be made so that sett-
lers may be relieved from the terrible
disabilities from which they are suffering
through many of them having no justices
of the peace within 30 miles of them,
and through having to travel 30, 50, and
60 miles to get their Agrieultural Bank
mortgages and other papers signed. I
am glad that this measure will put an
end to that state of affairs, and I can
promise the Attorney General that T will
put a good list of suitable names before
him as soon as the measure becomes law.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in
reply) : T do not think it is necessary to
offer any reply, as the House has taken
the Bill in such a good spirit, and I
trust that it will go through Committee
without amendment.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. McDowall in the Chair; the Attor-
ney (General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2— Authority to take declara-
tions and attest instruments:

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why should
not ministers of religion be added to the
list as gualified to witness signatures®
As a rule they were easy to find.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If hon.
members looked at the list they would
find it was a fairly big one. It comprised
men who oceupied positions in the secular
world, performing secular dulies, and con-
sequently they were constantly accessible.
There were plenty of them, and more
could be appointed under Clause 3.
There was no reason why we should make
the meditations of the elergymen liable
to interruption by someone wanling a
mortgage signed, of which worldly thing
the ordinary clergyman knew little or no-
thing.

Mr. MALE: Tn support of the sugges-
tion of the leader of the Opposition,
clergymen were called upon to sign seen-
lar doeuments, inasmuch as they were
cligible to witness signatures on land
transfere.

The MINISTER FOR LANDE: The
list of persons specified represented those
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who ocenpied responsible official or publie
positions. It was a comprehensive list.
When the measure was being considered
by the Government a map was used show-
ing where the various persons were lo-
cated, and hon. members would find that
they were very well distributed all over
the State, but in order that there might
be the means of appointing someone
where perhaps none of these persons was
conveniently situated, there was the addi-
tinnal provision that commissioners might
be appointed by gazetting. In the case
mentioned by the member for Williams-
Narrogin, whoever was the most con-
venient official of a bank could be ap-
pointed. The same applied in the case
of ministers of religion. It was desired to
aveid enmbering the list with a large
number of proposals when it was so easy
to meet the convenienee of the publie by
making appointments under Clanse 3. In
the circumstance all cases would be fairly
met by the measure,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You will have to
gazette individuals and not a class of
men.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
must be some measure of responsibility,
and the official character of these persons
was to some extent a guaraniee. An
attempt was made to meet the needs
partienlarly of people in the country dis-
tricts by appointing clergymen under the
Land Act as agenis for the Minister, but
that applied only to documents where
signatnres were necessary under the Land
Act. While it was essenfial under pre-
existing eircumstances for someone in
these localiites to be appoimted for wit-
nessing documents, it could only be met
by appointing them justices of the peace
and in many cases there was not the need
for justices of the peace from the point
of view of court work, and there was
need for more careful diserimination of
those who undertook the duty of justice
of the peace where the liberty or property
of the individual was at stake. Members
could rest assured that all eases would be
fairly met by the measure.

Mr. GEORGE : Would * classified

officer in the State or Commonwealth
service” include station masters? Classi-
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fication was recognised as an aet of the
Public Service Commissioner, and rail-
way men did not come under that official.
Station masters ought to be ineluded in
the list,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
man in charge of a railway station should
not be included. Very often his atten-
tion was required closely by his duties.

Mr. George: What about the post-
master?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
postmaster was not in the same fixed
position. Life and limb and property
might be in jeopardy if a station master
neglected his duty. It was not worth
ineurring the risk by ineluding station
masters. Ample appointments were pro-
vided for. The classified officers in the
public service of the State and Common-
wealth, town clerks, roads hoard secre-
taries, police and State school teachers
over 21 years of age were included.
If these were mnot sufficient it
would bhe a simple matter to
make an appointment. In the cirenm-
slanees the number should not be swol-
len, While the office did not carry the
duty and disiinetion of presiding on the
magisterial beneh, it carried a responsi-
bility.

Mr. George: You could trace them
better if you pnt railway men in.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : 'The
matter was not being considered by him
in that light, The officials who gecupied
public positions in the land were looked
upon more or less everywhere as ser-
vants of {he people and they could per-
form these duties in aid of the people.
and the whole purpose of the Bill was
to aid the people in the transaction of
their business. The clergy were looked
upon as removed from the active spheres
of mankind and moreover, they might not
desire to perform this work.

Mr. BE. B. JOHNSTON : To test the
feeling of the Commitiee he would at a
later stage move to provide that clergy-
men authorised to celebrate marriages
might be ndded to the list of those offi-
cials before whom doeuments could be
attested. In the Land Transfer Aect it
was provided that clergymen could per-
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form this duty. The Attorney General
pleaded that he did not wish the medita-
tions of the clergymen interrupted by be-
ing cailed upon to witness signatures to
mortgazes, bnt to-day clergymen were
liable to Lhat interruption, so long as the
mortgages were under the Transfer of
Land Aect. In the distriet which he re-
presented there were clergymen estab-
lished at several cenires where there
there were none of the other officials
mentioned in the clanse. There were
ministers of religion in the bush who
were doing noble work. .

The Minister for Lands : Are there
no school teachers there ¢

Mr, B, B. JOHNSTON: Yes, but he
did not think they were classified, and
so they did not come under this clause.
The .Attorney General urged that we
must have people of high charaeter to
perform these duties. Whal higher char-
acter could we wish for than that posses-
sed by a minister of religion ¢

Mr. DWYER : With the member for
Murray-Wellington he agreed that rail-
way servants should be included. These
officers were in exaetly the same position
a5 a school teacher. He therefore moved
an amendment—

That after the word “service” in
line three of Subclause 1 the words
“and State railway service” be inserted.
Mr. George : If should be sufficient to

have stationmasters or night officers.

Mr. Lander: Do you not reckon that
guards are zood enough to attest these
doeuments ?

Mr. GEORGE : There was no objec-
tion on his part to every individual in
Western Australia acting in this capae-
itv. So far as railway servanis were
concerned, stationmasters or officers in
charge of a station were always avail-
able and that was as far as there was
any neeessity to go. Of course any man
was good enough.

Mr. Lander: Any honest man is good
enough.

Mr. GEORGE : THven the hon. mem-
ber was good encugh, but he was much
better when he kept quiet. The railway
stationnasters in the eonntry distrieis or
the officers in charge, were to be found
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at their posts at all times and theirs
would be a convenient place for many of
the conntry people to attend and get
documents attested. If the member for
Perth could see his way to alter his
amendment so as to provide for station-
masters and officers in charge, instead of
the officers of the State railway service,
the purpose would be better served, If
the amendment were to apply to all offi-
cers, the Commissioner for Railways
might probably bave some objection to
make, but so far as stationmasters and
officers in charge were concerned, he did
not think the Commissioner would make
any protest. At many of the railway
stations to-day these officers acted as
postmasters, and as such they did not
allow their postal duties to interfere
with thetr rallway work. Moreover, the
railway station was a place where a lot
of this work could be admirably foeussed,
The member for East Perth had spoken
about gusrds, but guards were not offi-
cers under the Commissioner; they were
not on the classified list.

Mr. LANDER: The member for
Perth should stand by his amendment,
because there were many places where
stationmosters and offieers in  charge
were nol available. For instance, be-
tween Merredin and Nunagin, a distance
of 32 miles, there was no stationmaster,
and guards were the only officers avail-
ahle., and guards were as conseientious
and upright as any men who conld be
found. The same thing applied to that
nortion of the railway hetween Dowerin
and Merredin.

Mr. George: Is he to hold up his train?

Mr, LANDER: The train would not be
held up at all. It would be of great hene-
fit to settlers in the country if they counld
be offered every facility for getting these
papers attested. He had had to go 73
miles to get a snmmans signed, and then
go back to serve it. He would just as
soon see a railway officer as a justice of
the peace empowered to sign a summons.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T quite agree with
vou.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Apparently memn-
bers recognised the necessity for appoint-
ing as eommissioners to attest signatures
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persons who were well known and acces-
stble to the general public. He was very
much opposed to the amendment. It
would not be wise to appoint every classi-
fed officer of the railway service. Many
of them would not be sufficiently acees-
sible, nor sufficiently well known to the
great hody of the publie.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You do not re-
quire to know a man well before gettlng
him to attest a signature.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: That was so, but
it was necessary to know that such a man
held the position, There was one class
of the community to whom the publie
were continually going in connection with
public affairs; and who were always ap-
proachable, namely, the members of
municipalities and of roads boards
throughout the conntry. Couneillors and
members of roads hoards should be in-
elnded in the list. In regard to ministers
of religion, it would be a great mistake
to inelnde all of them, He proposed to
move an amendment.

The CHATRMAN : No further amend-
ment eould be moved until the one before
the Committee was disposed of.

Mr. DWYER: To meet the wishes of
the hon, member he wonld withdraw his
amendment for the time being. -

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS moved an amend-
ment—
That after “clerk” in line 12 the
words “councillors of o municipality”
be inserted.

Mr, FOLEY: The amendment ought to
be opposed for the reason that the At-
torney General would have power under
the measure to appoint anyone suffici-

ently recommended. A councillor of a.

municipality might not be sufficiently
well versed in these matters to be able lo
sign a doecnment as intelligently as the
importance of the document might war-
rant. Again, when a man gave his time
to a munieipality he should not be called
upon to give further time to the signing
of documents. Moreover, from the re-
marks of the mover of the amendment,
we were to have further subsequent
amendments to inelude members of roads
boards and possibly ministers of re-
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ligion. The Attorney General had power
to appoint any of these gentlemen.
Surely that was sufficient. The amend-
ment would be only an encumbrance.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt was
to be hoped there would not be any very
lengthy discussion or any great additions
made to the list; otherwise we might as
well include every member of the com-
munity in the list. The feature of the
provision as it stood was that everyone
to be appointed was a permanent officer,
permanently f(xed, whereas members of
a municipal eouneil or of a roads board
were here for a day and gone the next.
Moreover, not a single conneillor had
made a request to he placed upon the
list. The bulk of the town eouncillors
desired to be justices of the peace when
justices of the peace were few, because
that was a speeial distinction. But it
was not at all sure that they desired to
work without special distinetion, and it
was work that was required of those in-
cluded in the list. If there were town
councillors or clergymen or railway em-
ployees who desired to be added to the
list they could be so added if they went
the right way about it. We had quite
enough on the list when we had the per-
manent officers, the officials of a munici-
pality or a roads hoard,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. DWYER: In view of what had
been said by the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. George), and the At-
torney General, and in view of the in-
tention of the framers of the Bill to ap-
ply it to seattered districts, where it was
diffienlt to obtain persons gqualified to
attest documents, it would probably be
sufficient to add the officers in charge of
railway stations. He moved an amend-
ment—

That after “public service” in line 14
the words “railway station-masier or
officer in charge of a railway station”
be inserted.

Mr. George: Put “officer in charge of
the station” and it will cover the lot,

Mr. DWYER: The amendment would
inelude all in charge of railway stations.

Me, LEWIS: Railway officers would
not appreciate this duty being placed up-
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on them. At conntry stations the station
master had & hundred and one duties to
perform at the time when the train was
arriving and departing, and if duties an-
der this Bill were piaced upon them they
would be harassed by the publie rushing
in to get papers signed at the busiest
hours of the day. On some stations the
officers were asked to work 12 hours per
day, and during the slack hours they went
to their homes for meals, or for other pur-
poses; but if the amendment were agreed
to the public would be chasing them to
their homes and probably they would be
reported for not attending to their duties.
The railway officers had enough work to
do at the present time, and in those cir-
ecumstances he boped the amendment
would be withdrawn,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
would be well for members to disabuse
their minds of the idea thai there was
going to be a wild stampede of eager ap-
plicants for these appointments, partien-
larly under those clauses where greatness
was thrust upon particular individnals.
Railway officers had many times ex-
pressed themselves bitterly resentful of
the postal duties which they were called
upen to perform, and which hampered
them to a great extent in eonnection with
their ordinary railway work, It would
certainly be undesirable that a pguard
should, while his train was at a siding,
have to run the gauntlet of people re-
quiring him to sign documents. Members
should leave well alone. Ample pro-
vision was contained in the Bill, and if
there were localities where the require-
ments of the people were not met, ap-
pointments eould easily be made. The
secretary of the progress association, or
some other person whose name com-
mended itself to the residents, ecould be
appointed. It would be unwise to thrust
upon the railway officers duties whieh
might hamper them in attending to fthe
convenience and safety of the travelling
publie, 1

Mr. LANDER : This sort of pifile made
one stek. The Minister for Y.ands was
opposed to asking railway officers to wit-
ness declarations and attest doeuments,
but he and other Ministers would "ask
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them to do postal and savings bank work.
It was ridiculous nonsense to raise an ar-
gument like that. If the officers he had
mentioned were appointed a great benefit
would be conferred on the settlers along
1solated railways, and very few station
masiers would object to doing this work.
They would not negleet their railway
work, but al their leisure would aitend fo
the convenience of the publie in regard to
the signing of documents, just as they did
in regard to the depositing of money for
the savings bank.

Mr. GEORGE: There were: many
stations on the Greal Sounthern, South-
Western, and Goldfields lines, where the
officer in charge had very little work to
do. There were few trains during the
day, and the station master could attend
to this other business when the trains
were despatehed. Not one of them would
object to this duty, and they would do it
without negleeting their responsibility to
the Commissioner. At many stations the
station master was the most popular man
in the distriet, and he would be only too
glad to do anything for the convenience of
the general public, 1id the member for
Canning sunggest that the station masters
would not undertake the postal work wil-
lingly, if they received the £20 per annum
which was paid to the Commissioner?

The ATTORNEY GENERAYL: The
ptacing of these duties upon station mas-
ters would be adding a burden to them.
At the hour when the people went to the
station to pet their parcels, to weleome
friends, or to see them off, there was a
erowd at the station, and they would he
worrying the station master, not only to
sign documents, but also to take declara-
tions, and administer oaths which re-
quired some formality, care, and watch-
fulness on the part of the officer per-
forming that doty. When a train was
arriving was just the time when a person
who had a deocument to sign, or a de-
claration to make, would go to the station.

Mr. George: 1 have said the officer
would not neglect Lis duty te the Com-
missioner, !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
why put the temptation on him? One
could have nothing but the highest respect
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for the railwnay officers, but this proposal
was not to confer on them an honour; it
was simply placing upon them other
duties, taking up their time, and engaging
their menial powers almost to a strain,
It was admitted that many of the station
masters bad too much to do already, and
yet hon. members wonld suggest that the
Committee would be neglecting those offi-
cers by not giving them more work to do.
What would the Railway Commissioner
say to this proposal

Mr. George: I do not think he would
like them to take it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Hen.
members must know that during Show
week the whole fime and aftention of
station masters were oceupied in attend-
ing to the arrival and despatch of trains.

Mr. George: Nobody wounld go to them
then,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One
was surprised that an ex-Cpmmissioner of
Railways should be so impractical in.
maiters connected with rajlway working,
that one knowing se much of the dufies
of station masters shonld propose to
saddle them with this additional duty, and
suggest that the public, by instinet, should
know exactly just when the station master
conld spare the time to attend to them,

Xr. George: What about the school
teacher¥

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: School
teachers would not be inconvenienced in
the same way as station masters would be
at times when trains were arriving or de-
parting. He had no objection to appoint-
ing any officer whom the Railway Com-
missioner might approve, or who might be
recommended under Clause 3, but he ob-
jected to ineluding all railway officers in-
diseriminately.

Mr. GEORGE: The officers in charge
of way baek stations were busy when the
trains were in, and there were often long
intervals between trains, and doring
those intervals they would be only too
delighted to be of serviece o the publie.
It wonld be a greaf eonvenience to the
country people. The hon. member for
Capning had advanced the only sound ar-
gument against the proposal. No doubt
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if they received a shilling for every at-
testatinn, the proposal would be hailed
with cheers. .

Mr, GILL: The only argument by the
member for Murray-Wellington in faveur
of the proposal was that station masters
would be pleased to do the work in their
spare time between the trains. The Com-
missioner of Railways urged that the rea-
son the same station masters were not
granted the eight hours a day was that
their duties were not continuous and that
they had spare time between trains to
have their meals in comfort. If this duty
was imposed on them there wonld be com-
plaints if people desivous of having sig-
natures attested found the station locked
up.

Mr. (George: ‘They are not supposed to
leave the stations.

Mr. GILL: Tt would be a burden to
place on station masters.

Mr, Dwyer: It is a privilege.

Mr, GILL: That was not his opinion.
People rather than go a mile out of their
way would wait until they were going to
the railway station, and the station mas-
ters wonld be worried out of their lives.

Mr. George: Cannot they witness elec-
toral claims?%
Mr. GILL : Anyone could do that.

Railway guards should not be included
as their many duties af railway stations
would render it impossible to do their
work thoroughly if they had further
duties thrust wpon them.

My, 8, STUBBS: The provisions of
the Bill covered all the ground that was
necessary and far more. It was beyond
his comprehension why so much time
shonld be wasted over this proposal. The
Attorney General shounld allow no more
bodies of men to be included.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON moved an
amendment—

That in  paragreph (i) after
“teacher” the words “minisier of re-
ligion authorised to celebrate marriages
in the State of Western Ausiralia” be
inserted,

VUnder the Transfer of Land Act admin-

istered by the Aftorney General, minis-
ters of religion were particularly speci-
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fied to witness documents, and that was
a strong argument why they should be
empowered to witness other documents.
There would then be no confusion as to
where their powers begun and ended.
Ministers of relizion had to be registered
to celebrate marriages.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
amendment could not be aceepted. If
any minister of religion desired to be
appointed he conld be appointed under
Clause 3. To indisecriminately place this
duty upon them without any request on
their part

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You have done
so under the Transfer of Land Aect,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Some
of their duties at present might be irk-
some,

Mr, E. B. Jobnston: They wounld be
glad to do it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
more willing they were to make saecrifices,
the less willing he was to force the sacri-
fices upon them.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Would the
Attorney General consider the advisa-
bility of including bank managers as was
the praetice in other States?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
veason for not inelnding bank managers
had been given. Some banks might pre-
fer that a speecial officer should be de-
pated to do this work.

Mr, 8. Stubbs: I do not think that is
a fair thing either.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt was
in eontemplation of matters of that kind
that Clause 3 had been inserted.

Ay, FOLEY: Members of State Par-
liaments should be included. They were
men who were always available, they
travelled throughout the State and they
were as much qualified as anyone to wit-
ness documents. It would be no hardship
to inelude members. He moved an
amendment—

That after “service” (he words
“member of the State Parligment” be
inserted.

The CHAIRMAN : The amendment
could not be accepted as the clause had
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been dealt word
“teacher.”

My, FOLEY: Then he would move an
amendment—

That after “teacher” the words
“member of the State Parliament” be
inserted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : XNo
harm would be done by leaving the clause
as it stood beeause anyone who so desired
could undertake the duty.

Mr. Dwyer: Should not all members
be justices of the peace?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was another question. The point was
who wanted this duty? Thers was no
need to signalise members of the State
Parliament. The public knew that they
were their servants body and soul, and
it was unneeessary to record the fact by
Act of Parlisment. Anyhody who wanted
to do this service eould, if the Bill be-
came law, get upon the list.

Mr. WISDQM : His sympathy was
with the amendment. Because he was a
member of Parliament he was being con-
stantly asked to witness declarations, as
people seemed to take it for granted that
he had the power to do so. He did not
want it neeessarily, but that was not the
point. The general public imagined that
members of Parliament should he able
to witness declarations and came to them
in preference to anyone else, Members,
however, were not going to the Attorney
General to beg to be put on this list of
his in order that they might witness de-
clarations. He would like to see the
amendment passed.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clanse put and passed.

(lauses 3, 4—-agreed to,

Title—agreed to,

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

with down to the

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMEND-
MENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd Septent-
ber.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex):
Since we postponed consideration of the
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second reading of this measure I have had
some little opportunity of going through
it, and I must say, so far as I can judge,
that there seems little exception to take
to the legislation introduced by the At-
torney General. It was, however, be-
cause we did not wish altogether to take
the Bill on trust that I asked the Premier
the other evening to give further time in
order that we might inyuire into its pro-
visions. It must be admitted, of eourse,
that the consolidation of our criminal laws
13 most desirable, and it must be obvious
that there are necessary amendments
which should be made. The main feature
of this measure appears to be a large re-
duetion in the penalities for electoral
offences, I am not quite sure as to
whether these penalifies have already
heen reduced in our different Electoral
Acts or not.

The Attorney General: Yes, and are
here brought into harmony.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: To the same
degree?

The Attorney (General: Yes.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: In that case
one cannot fake exception to the eclause
that brings that about in our Criminal
Code. T see that certain provisions have
been repealed, and these it will be readity
admitted are not now required and should
be repealed. One or two provisions in
the measure seem to be highly desirable.
and for them I am pleased to be able to
commend the Attorney General. For in-
stance, the enforcement of orders for the
payment of money is one which is now
sadly missed and is required. An order
for the payment of money is often ignored,
and business men have felt the need for
what hag been provided in this amending
Bill. 'We have also, I notice, a provision
whieh 1s new to this State. and that is
relafing to the supervision and manage-
ment of prisoners’ property. The Attor-
ney General referred to this in introduc-
ing the measure as being one of the
features which would commend itself to
members of the Assembly, I agree with
him. Tt is a necessary provision, I think,
and one that is desirable in the interests
of the public and the prisoners who may
unfortunately come under the law. I
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notiee that there is another commendahle
provision and that is that the bench or
the magistrate will now have the power
to grant compensation to persons who
have been aggrieved or who have been
injured in any way in eases of assault,
or similar eases. At the present time, [
believe, there is no redress at all; a man
may be injured, but is only able to recover
his witness fees and nothing further. But
it is proposed, T understand, o give power
to a magistrate to award compensation up
to a eertain amount. That seems a pro-
vision that ought to be welcomed as being
a step in the cause of justice. Clause 27
is one that might be opposed to some ex-
tent, although I do not myself take any
very strong exception to it. It provides
that certain answers must be given. It
is a long-standing and recognised rule un-
der English law that no person need in-
criminate himself. It has been held that
the Crown must always prove its case.
This elause, however, makes it compulsory
that a man shall answer questions that are
put to him, notwithstanding that they may
tend to ineriminate him, but of course the
sting is to some extent taken out of the
provision by the fact that it is limited, T
believe, to ecases of defamation and secrat
commissions, In all other instances, I un-
derstand, the same role holds good, that
no man need ineriminate himself, and
therefore T do not propose to take any
serious exceplion to this clause, In bank-
ruptey proceedings we know that a man
is always bound to answer any guestions
put to him, even though the answer may
tend to incriminate him. It is now pro-
posed to extend that power. If it were
made universal perhaps one conld
take very strong exception to it,
but otherwise T think we might
permit the legislation as drafted to
go through. The measure has very
many admirable clauses in it. Any hon.
member who takes the trouble to go
through it and make eomparisons with
the existing legislation will come fo the
conelusion, I think, that on the whele it 1s
a Bill that is desirable and has been found
needful, and may be supported not only

in its second reading but in its progress
throngh Committee. Some of the clauses
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require explanation, and the Attorney
General will no doubt give us that ex-
planation as he proeeeds, bat otherwise,
taking the measure as a whole, I think it
iz one upon which the Attorney (eneral
may be comwmended.

[The Deputy Speaker
took the Chair.]

(Mr. Male)

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : As hon. members will see
by the addendum to the Notiee Paper
which was issued to-day, I am taking
this opportunity of suggesting an amend-
ment to bring foreibly before the Govern-
ment the restrictions at present imposed
by certain banking eorporations in Te-
gard to the marriage of their employees.
The amendment that I wish to move is
of a nature that will effectually prevent
banks standing in the way of their em-
plovees getting married before they are
in receipt of £200 a vear. [ do not think
it is necessary for me to speak at any
length in regard to the amendment at
this stage, beecause I will have an oppor-
tunity of giving my views on the subject
when we reach the Committee stage.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in re-
pl¥) : T do not think T need say any-
thing tore than that T am pleased at the
wav in which the Bill has been raceived
by the leader of the Opposition. I de-
sire that the Bill shall be dealt v-ith in
Commitiee to-night and therefore T ~will
not say any more.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Male in the Chair, the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

Claunses 1 to 6-—agreed to.

Clause 7—Repeal of portion »f Seetion
296 :

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Would the
Attorney General explain the effect of
this amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
jurisdietion in this State was purely con-
fined to the area within our houndaries.
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The error in the original Act was due
to the faet that we had copied the Im-
perial Statute, and everyone knew that
the Tmperial law extended to the utmost
boundaries of the dominions wherever
the British flag flew. Western Austra-
lia eould not elaim that jurisdietion, and
that was why the amendment was being
made.

Clause passed.

Clauses S to 15—agreed to.

Clanse 16—Amendment of Section
607 - '

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It was ap-
parently intended by this amendment to
inerease the power of the Crown to
challenge jurors. As he was not quite
clear on the snbject, the Attorney Gen-
eral might explain the effect of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tu
practice of course the Crown had
claimed the same right held by any other
person in court, accused or others, in this
respeet, but by inference in Seetion 607
there might be the meaning that the ac-
eused only had the power to make a
peremptory challenge. It was an imper-
feetion in the wording of that section,
which was being set right.

Clause passed.

Blauses 17, 18—agreed to.

Clause 19—Insertion of new sections
after Section 666 :

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Was there
not an error in this elause. Should not
the elanse refer to Chapter 67 instead of
Chapter 66 2

The ATTORNFEY GENERAL : It was
evidently a misprint and would be recti-
fied.

. Clause passed.

Clause 20—Insertion of a new chapier
after Chapter 67 :

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Would it
be optional for a prisoner to avail him-
self of this seetion or not; he was refer-
ring to Suhelause 5 of the proposed new
seetion, which dealt with a prisoner’s
property.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
dounbtedly it was optional as to how a
prisoner should have his property ad-
ministered. In all probability if a pri-
soner made a request, that would be le-
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gally rarried ont. The proposed new sec-
tion gave power o appeint a curator fo
look after the goods and chattels or
landed property of the person incarcer-
ated. A prisoner conld have a personal
friend appointed as corator. At present
there were no means of looking after a
prisoner’s property whilst he was in
gaol. Tt was left to the mercy of those
who handled his estate, and he might
lose it all. This provision gave a protec-
tion over it. :

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The clause
was a move in the right direction. A
prisoner’s property should be under pro-
per supervision. His only fear was that
it might be mandatory for the prisoner
tc place his property in charge of a en-
rator. Although & man might be com-
mitted to gaol for some offence against
the laws of the land, that man might not
wish to have his prbperty administered
under this provision, but might be eon-
tent to leave it in the hands of his
representative.  Under such eirenm-
stances, presumably, the e¢lanse would
not necessarily be operative. It wounld
not be compulsory for the prisoner to
have his affairs administered by a en-
rator.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : No, it
was optional. The proposzd new clause
simply created a power for the Crown to
do it if necessary.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 21 to 25—agreed to.

Clause 26—Insertion of new section in
Chapter LXXI. Power to award com-
pensation to person aggrieved by the of-
fence :

Mr. DWYER moved an amendment—

That after “suffered” in line { the
words “or expenses incurred”’ be in-
serted.

In cases of assaunlt there might not be
any loss of property, vet the vietim
might have to pay a considerable amount
for medical attendance. It was desired
to place it hbeyond doubt that the court
had power to award compensation for
expenses incurred. :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no visible objection to the amend-
ment.
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Amendment put and passed.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The provi-
sion of £25 in the case of summary con-
viction, and £100 in other cases, did not
seem to allow a sufficient margin. Why
had the Attorney General arrived at
those figures? In many cases £25 on a
stmmary conviction would not eover the
doctor’s bill, while in many instances of
serions assault £100 would not cover the
bill of expenses. Did the Attorney Gen-
eral think it was sufficient ?

Mr. Heitmann: When -compensation
for workmen was under consideration,
you cried another story, You did not
want it to he even £100.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
you are dreaming.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
provision did not imply that there was
no power to order owsts, or to deal with
an actionable loss in any other way. The
amount could be awarded by way of eom-
pensation, and he thought that £25 on a
summary conviction, and £100 in other
cages, was fair and reasonable provision.
It was in addition to any other penalty,
and therefore it was as far as we ounght
to go in this first experiment.

Mr. DWYER: The person aggrieved
had a civil remedy under which he could
recover any amount of damages which he
might have sustained. The special com-
pensation had been inserted here because
once the person aggrieved had recourse in
the eriminal court, his remedy was ended,
and he could have no recourse to a eivil
action afterwards. But such a person
could have recourse to the ¢ivil eourt in
place of having recourse to the criminal
court, and in the eivil courts the remedy
was without limit.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But if the
viclim of an assaunlt applied to the eivil
eourts, that person would have no remedy
before the eriminal ecourt, and there
would he no real pnnishment for the
offender. In the case of a serious assault,
it would be very little consolation to the
vietim to know that the aggressor was
locked up for six months, when perbaps
the vietim had been put to considerable
expense, perhaps £200 or £300, to recover
his health. On the other hand, it would

‘What nonsense;
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not be much consolation to recover, say,
£500 damages in a civil conrt and realise
thal the man who had made a brutal as-
sault upon him would escape punishment
by way of imprisonment. However, he
was prepared to let the clause go at that.

Clause as amended put and passed.

Clauses 27 to 31—agreed to.

New clause:

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON moved-—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 9:—The following section
is hereby inserted in the Code after
Section 340 thereof, that is to say:—
340a. (1.) Any persen who either as
principal or agent (a) Makes or enters
inte or enforces or seeks to enforce any
rule, order, regulation, contract, agree-
ment or arrangement in rvestraint of
or with intent to restrain, prevent
or hinder the marriage’ of any per-
son who 1is in his employment or
in the employment of his prin-
cipal and is of the age of itwenty-
one years or upwards; or (b) digmisses
or threatens 1o dismiss any such person
from his employment or the employ-
ment of his principel, or allers or
threatens to aller .amy such person’s

position lo the prejudice of such per-

son by reason of the fact that such per-
sen has married or intends to marry,
or with a view to restrain, prevent, or
hinder such persom from gelting mar-
ried; is guilly of an offence, and s
liable to imprisonment for three months
or to a fine not exceeding fiue hundred
pounds, (2.) The provisions of this
section shall apply to corporations, so
far as they are capable of being ap-
plied. (3.) Nothing in this section
chall affect or apply to the rules, vows,
or discipline of any religion or religious
order or society, or render the enforce-
ment or observance thereof in any way
illegal.”
This amendment of the existing law was
designed to protect bank clerks and other
emplovees of companies from restrictions
which banks at the present fime imposed
against the marriage of their employees.
Tn Western Australia every bank but one
prevented its employees from getting
married unless they were in receipt of a
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salary of £200. In proof of this state-
ment we had had the sworn evidence of
Mr. Holmes, the general manager of the
Western Australian Bank in the Arbitra-
tion Court a few days ago, when that gen-
tleman had sworn that the regulation was
in foree in that bank at the present time.
If further evidence of this practice were
required it could be found in the pages of
Federal Hansarl, where the Prime Min-
ister in reply to questions by Mr. Higps
(member for Capricornia) had read an-
swers he had received from varions banks
and companies on this question.  The
Eastern Extension Cable Company had
replied to the Prime Minister as fol-
fows:—

It is true that the company recently
dismissed an employee for breach of
rule No, 13, which reads—*“Marriages,
Employees under the rank of eclerk
in charge marrying without the eom-
pany’s consent will render themselves
liable to instant dismissal,” and by
which the said employee agreed to
sbide,

In this ease the employee had been re-
ceiving £25 per month or £300 a year,
and vet he had bheen discharged by the
ecompany because he had married without
applying for permission.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : He was employed under those
regulations, was he not?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That was so,
but the Labour party were in power to
protect employees from regulations that
were operating to their disadvantage.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : We ought to apply the same prin-
ciple to members of Parliament,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Members of
Parliament had the opportunity to get
married if they were able to persuade
somebody to marry them, The amend-
ment only asked that bank clerks and
other employees should have the same op-
portunity as most sections of the eom-
munity had to please themselves in regard
to their private lives and their life’s part-
ners. The London Bank of Australia
Limited had replied—

This bank does not prevent its offi-
cers from marrying unless they are in
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receipt of a salary of £200 per annum,
but it expects those in reeeipt of a
smaller salary to acquaint the bank
with their intention to marry, and in
such cases it would seek from the offi-
cer concerned some information as to
the lady he intended to marry, such as,
had she means of her own, who were
her parents, and did they intend to
assist the newly married couple.
That meant that banks made inguiries
as to the soclal position of the ladies their
clerks were proposing to marry. Con-
sent was given if the lady’s social posi-
tion met with the approval of the general
manager or the directors, but they im-
pertinently sought to prevent their clerks
from marrying good girls of lowly posi-
tion. ‘
Hon, Frank Wilson: It is tle lady's
financial position they inguire into.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The inquiry
was into both the financial and social
positions.
Mr. Broun: Have you known of any
cases where banks have disallowed their
clerks to marry?

Mr., E. B. JOHNSTON: Cases were
guoted in the Federal Hansard. He had
received communications from many
bank officers lately, which showed that in
Western Australia all classes of bank
officers were up against this regulation
and were anxious to have it repealed. The
Bank of New South Wales had replied
to the Prime Minister—

Long experience has made it neces-
sary for the bank to have such a rule
with regard fo the bank’s officers. The
bank makes no inguiry into the soeial
position of the girl's parents.

By imposing such a restrietion the bank
opened the way for inqguiries to be made
into the soeial position of the girl’s
parents.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They simply say,
“If you will marry under £200 a year
you must leave our employ.”

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Had any em-
ployer the right to put that restrietion
on his employees?

Hon, Frank Wilson: It depends on the
posttion of the employee.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Many couples
could get along on £190, and the hus-
band, on aceount of having responsibility
to a wife and children, would be less
likely to rob the bank than another em-
ployee who was single and in ihe habit
of going to Canming Park every Saiur-
day afternoon. The Union Bank had
replied—

It is a rule of this bank that no
officer is allowed to marry unless his
remuneration amounts to £200 per
annum or ppwards, or unless his own,
combined with his intended wife’s in-
come, inelusive of his remuneration
from the bank, amounts to £200 per
annum or upwards—a rule which it
must be recognised is a salutary one
in the interests of the officers them-
selves.

He vefused to recogmise that last state-
ment, and the bank gave nothing to baek
the statement up. The manager of the
National Bank in Melbourne had alse
written—

I have the heonour to advise that it
bas been brought under my notice that
my letter of the 14th ultimo was
phrased that it conveyed an erroneous
impression as to the practice of this
bank regarding the warriage of its
officers.  The intention of the com-
munication was to convey a negative
reply, insofar as my institution is con-
cerned, to the primary question sob-
mitted in your eireular No. 12/220%. I
regret the inadvertence and desire now
to add that our practice is to require
that the consent of the bank be ob-
tained prior to the marriage of any
officer drawing less than a certain
salary, the amount of which wvaries
according to the State, from £150 to
£175 per annom, and not £200,

It was absolutely against publie policy
for the State to allow the marriage of
young people to be restrieted in this
manner. The replies given to the Prime
Minister showed that the banks admitted
having clerks in their employ for 20
years, and at the end of that period they
were not reeeiving sufficient salary to
get permission to marry. In Western
Australia there were a great many clerks
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who had been 10 years and up to 15 years
in the employ of banks and were not yet
paid the minimum salary upon which
they were allowed to marry. In reply
to a question, the Premier had snggested
in the House that bank ¢lerks should be
organised and through unions endeavoar
to get this restriction removed. It must
be realised, however, that bank clerks
would be penalised if they joined unions
for that purpose.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : So yon would give them a special
law.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The House
was eonstantly engaged in making special
laws for large sections of the community,
and it was to be hoped the Minister
would not oppose the amendment beeause
it was a special law to help bank clerks,
As a Labour party they should help those
who could not help themselves, and
bank clerks could not help themselves in
this matter unless Parliament would take
a bhand. The penalties proposed in the
amendment might appear a little severe.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Who are you
going to put in prison?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Presumahly
the general manager would be the agent
of Lhe directors. Although the penalty
appeared severe, there would be no need
ever to enforce it, because as soon as the
amendment became law the banks’ regu-
lations restraining marriage wonld he at
once abandoned,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
other States?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Members
were in Parliament to do their hest for
Western Australia, and to compel com-
ponies making hnge profits in the State
to give their employees fair and equit-
able working conditions,

Houn., Frank Wilson: The directors of
many of the banks are in the other
States,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1In every
case there was a general manager in this
State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But you cannot
imaprison them.

Mr. E. B. JOONSTON: They eonld
be imprisoned if they attempted to en-
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force this regulation. Banks operating
in the State bad to obey every State
law. It was the duty of the Labour
party to prevent employers from inter-
fering with the private lives of their em-
ployees, and he appealed to the demo-
crats on the front Ministerial benches to
support the proposed relief to a worthy,
oppressed, and overworked section of
the community, who perhaps were more
at the mercy of their employers than
any other section. Provision was made
so that the clause would apply to all
clerks. Those who had religious eon-
victions should have the liberty to fol-
low them. The present harassing res-
triction on bank clerks was opposed to
the best interestz of the State.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): Every person was in Sym-
pathy with the hon. member, but this
was not a thing which eould be enforced
by law. The new clause would not have
the effect desired. If any company de-
sired to take this stand, there was no
necessity to make a regulation. They
conld dismiss an employee on other
grounds.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Paragraph (b.)
will eover that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): It would be necessary to
prove that there were rules and regu-
lations to prevent a man from getfing
married. He would not think twopence
of a man who would stick fo his job
in preference to marrying the young lady
of his choice.

Mr. McDowall: Why should he lose
his job?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister}: If the young lady had any
mettle, she would put more than two-
pence into his pocket before long. He
was married at the age of twenty-one.
If any person desired to get married, no
official, ecompany, or corporation could
prohibit him. No person was compelled
to remain in the service of a bank or
company, and if he was prohibited from
marrying and the banks found that in
consér]uence of the prohibition they were
losing good servaots, they would quickly
remove the prohibition.
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Mr. E. B. Johnston: You might use
that as an argument against the Factories
Act.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : This was an entirely dif-
ferent matter. :

Mr. Underwood: I prevails in every
bank.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : The matter was in the hands
of the employees, who could regulate it
for themselves. Things of more im-
portance had been accomplished by other
bodies of men and women. If bank
clerks had not manhood enough to take
action against an iniquitous regulation,
they had better remain single, because
men of such spineless character and
nature would not be worthy of a good
woman,

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: That is a libel.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): Would this clanse achieve
what the hon. member desired?

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: Absolutely.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): No, it would not.

Mr. Dwyer: Let us try it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister) : It would be necessary for
the clerks to prove that such regulations
were carried into effect and fo fake a
stand if one of their number was dis-
missed, It would be wise if the hon.
member in the matter of matrimony
set the bank «cletks an example.
The only remedy was for the bank clerks
to form an association to protect them-
selves against unjust and unserupulous
employers.

Mr.
Minister’s chief objection to the amend-
ment was that it would not be effective.
That was a poor argument, becanse it
was the duty of the Government to make
the clause effective, To allow rich in-
stitutions snch as the banks, Dalgety and
Company, Burns, Philp and Company,
and others, who were paying huge divi-
dends, to enforce a regulation to prevent
their employees from getting married was
a disgraee to the State,

Mr. George: Do they?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They did.

UNDERWOOD: The Honorary.
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M-, Dwyer: It is putting & premium
on inumorality.

My, UNDERWOOD: That was so,
and it was preventing the natural in-
crease of (he population. Sueh people
talked loudly and loosely about immi-
gration and the necessity for filling up
the emply spaces, but when it came to
a test, their sole object was to fill up the
empty spaces in their own pockets. The
Honorary Minister said if a elerk was
worth twopence he would sacrifice his
job and get married. There were many
first-cJass men in banks and commercial
houses who r-tained their jobs until they
were too old to get married. It was all
right for a carpenter or bootmaker, who
could turr bis band to most things, but
many clerks had been trained in one elass
of work only and, unlike an ordinary
tradesman, conld not go out intp the
world and get another job. To a great
extent they served what might be termed
an appreniiceship. Their salaries on
starling were very small, because they
were learning the business, and would
have a chanee of securing increased sal-
ary later on, To throw them out of em-
ploymeni would be an injustice, as they
had worked for some years for a lower
rate of pay than they would have done
ander other circumstances. The IHon-
rary Minister said they should organise.
If that was so, we should not waste the
time of the House in passing Arbitra-
tion and Factories Acts, and should not
insert in the Mines Regulation Bill a
clause to prevent the night shift. Miners
were in a better position than bank
clerks to effect their wishes in the dif-
ferent matters concerning them. It
seemed absurd for the Honorary Minister
to oppose a pronosition of this deserip-
tion after having so recently supported
a measure which related, not only to the
knocking off of the night shift, but to
contract and varions other things .u con-
nection with the working of the mines.
As the hon. member for Perth had inter-
jeeted anee or twice, “Let us try.” There
was no doubt our ancestors, even as far
back as when they used to hang down
from the limbs of trees, had always been
told that they could not carry anything
like this into effect, but it was only those
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who had made the attempt who had
brought about what progress there had
been up to the present time, If the pro-
vision proved ineffective he hoped it
would at some fulure time be amended
so that it would be effective.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only objection he had was that the clause
introduced into the Bill something wholly
extraneous from what the Bill had been
brought in for. The object of the meas-
ure was to consolidate the ertminal law
now existing. There had been two resolu-
tions, one passed by this House and one
passed by another Chamber, asking for
the compilation of the Criminal Code,
that was, bringing into consolidated form
al! the criminal law we had now in exisf-
ence in the State. In aeecordance with
those resolutions he bad at the commence-
ment of this session put a copy of the
compilation upon the Table of the House.
and this bad to be printed, but it had
ocenrred to him and others that before
that compilation should be re-enacted, as
it were, or rather put into type, that we
should correct manifest verbal inaccura-
cies and inconsistencies. That was the
sole purpose of this measure. If we were
to start amending the eriminal law there
was a vast deal of matter that could be
taken into consideration., He had no »ob-
jection whatever to the reform which the
hon. member for Williams-Narrogin
wanted, but it would be making the Bill
lop-sided to get just that into it, when the
purpose of the measure was a mere coin-
pilation.

Mr. McDOWALL: The proposed new
clause would have his support, as it was
scandalous for any institution to have the
right to say whether its employees should
marry or nol. It seemed an absurdity
for these institutions to say their em-
ployees could nof marry on under £200
a year. It was perfectly well known
that the vast majority of people in Aus-
tralia had to marry at a much smaller
wage lhan that, or not marry at all. If
the restriction complained of prevailed
throughont the whole of the Common-
wealth our population would be very
sparse indeed. The proposed new clause
shonld be passed as a protest against these
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institutions. The hon. member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin mentioned several institu-
tions that insisted upon their employees
not marrying under certain conditions.
Among them the Eastern Extension Cable
Company was mentioned. In jusiice io
that institution he (Mr. McDowall) wanted
to say it was perfectly true tbat they did
insist on this being the ease, and some-
thing less than 12 months ago a clerk
was discharged in Perth for having mar-
ried without the consent of the company,
but the company had seen fit since that
time to modify their regulations and had,
he believed, completely abolished the ques-
tion of marriage in that direction. That
showed that opinion was advaneing, and
if the Eastern Extension Cable Company
could go as far as that he saw no reason
why the banks could not follow in their
footsteps. The Honorary Minister made
a splendid eonservative plea that we
should not adopt the proposal of the hon.
member for Williams-Narrogin, and said
be had no confidence or faith in the young
man who refused to marry because his
boss would nof grant him permission.
That was an absurd argument, as a youug
fellow brought up in a bank was, after
10 or 15 years’ serviee, utlerly unfit fo
tackle any other oceupation. Some of them
had done so, and were conspicnous fail-
ures in other ocenpations. Hon. members
must realise that, and aet independently
of that phase of the question, that they
should be compelled to give up the oceu-
pation which they had been trained to
and were snited for because they had less
than £200 a year. If they said, “We can
marry on £2 10s. or £3 a week,” why
should they not be at liberty to do so?
The reason why they were not at liberty
to do so was that these institutions feared
that if they married on small salaries they
would embezzle money. His answer io
that was, “Let these insfitutions pay de-
cent salaries out of the profits they are
making.” The Attorney General said the
iniroduetion of the proposed new clause
would make the Bill lop-sided, but the
Attorney General should remember that
we get few chances of doing anything at
all, and if we were going to sit down for
ever and not do anything, what good
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would we acecomplish? Hon. members
must avail themselves of every opportun-
ity they eould possibly get. The clause
should be carried whether it was effective
or not, for the simple reason that it wounld
express the sentiments of the Parliament
of this State on the question, and show
that publiec opidion was veering around
against the interference of financial in-
stitutions with the liberty of their em-
ployees.

Mr. DWYER: The proposed new elanse
would have his support, and he congratu.
lated the hon. member for Williams-Nar-
rogin upon having introduced it, and
upon the deep personal interest which he
took in matrimonial questions. 1t had
been suggested that there was some per-
sonal interest at stake so far as the hon.
member was coneerned, but he (Mr. Dwy-
er) did not think so. He believed the hon.
member was g strong, firm, and perfervid
advoeate of matrimony, and this elauze
showed he advocated it under all circum-
stances. No doubt in the fulness of time
and opportunity the hon. member himself
would embrace that holy and patriotic
state too. It had been suggested by ike
hen. member for Bast Fremanile that all
that was necessary to be done in order Lo
introduce this reform was simply to or-
ganise, but if the hon. member considered
the difference between the organisation of
elerks and that of persons in the various
trades unions, he would see that the foree
of his argument was very small indeesl.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter) : There is no difference if they have
the will.

Mr. DWYER : Other organisations had
been in existence for years, and had grown
up with the history of democratic move-
ments, and their force was as that of a
mountain torrent, but clerks had been un-
accustomed tfo organisation, and were
divided into so many conflicting seections
that organisation with them was so diffi-
cult as to be almost out of the question.
Tt was also suggested that the proposed
new clanse would have really no effect if
earried. Even if that was so, in order %o
show to the public and the country the
feeling of this House, representing the
public of Western Ansiralia on the ques-

1699

tion, it ought to he carried and made part
and parecel of our Code. It was, however,
begging the guestion to say it would not
have any effect if carried. It would have
effect, The clanse was perfectly clear,
and, in order if possible to give it fuller
force and effect, he moved an amend-
ment—

That the following words be added to
the proposed mnew clause:—"In pro-
ceedings umder this secltion the aver-
ment of the complainant in the com-
plaint or summons shall be deemed to
be proved in the absence of proof to
the contrary.”’

In other words, as soon as a complaint
was laid, that would be proof of the faets,
and then the manager of the corporation
or company, as the case might be, wounld
be put to the proof that they had not done
anything in restraint of marriage. The
burden of proof should rest on them, and
with that additional preeaution, not only
would the clanse be effective, but a stop
would be put to this unrighteous and un-
patriotie system which existed in many of
these institutions,

Mr. (George: :And unchristian.

Mr. DWYER: Unchristian alse. It
had been said that if bank or other clerks
were not satisfied with the conditions of
their employment they could seek other
avenues. That sentiment, however, could
bardly be uttered by anyone who had ex-
perienced the difficulty that beset elerks in
getting employment. In trades, as the
member for Pilbara had pointed out, it
was quite a different matler, A clerk
often found it extremely difficult to get
employment, and if he were to abandon
the engagement he was in, it would mean
that he would throw up the fruit of his
years of training simply because he had
a natural desire to marry and setile down
and bring eitizens into the world to help
increase the white population of Aus
tralian. The Attorney General said his
only objeetion te the propesal was that
it would show a lack of symmetry in the
measure. If that was the case other
clauses could be pointed out which made
the measure unsymmetrical. There was
one clause, at any rate, which did not add
to the symmetry of the Bill, and that was
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the clanse relating to seeret commissions.
But if the Attorney General’s argument
beld good we should have to strike out
half the clauses that were already in the
Bill. Hon. members would not agree to
sacrifice a big principle becanse of the
supposed lack of symmetry whick was the
result of the measure, It had also been
said that the clanse would he the fore-
runner of other innovations, but there
were no signs of other innovations, or
even suggested amendments,

Mr. George: Does it go far enough?

Mr. DWYER: If the hon. member
conld improve on it and make it more
effective, he would receive the support of
members on the Ministerial side.

Mr. George: Do you think it goes far
enough?

Mr. DWYER: It went as far as hon.
members could expeet it to go at the pre-
sent time. If the amendment was not
carried it would simply mean that, in
order to bring it into effect, there would
have to be iniroduced an amendment to
the Mdrriage Act, and that was impos-
sible at the present stage of the session.
The amendment was in its proper place.
It did not say that it was a crime; it
merely made it an offence to make or en-
force, or attempt to enforce, agreements
in restraint of marriage. It was to be
hoped that the patriotic instinets of all,
and the desire for a white Ausiralia, and
also the desire to help those who were
least able to help themselves, would be de-
voted towards aiding {he hon. member in
seeuring the passage of the amendment.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I will accept
your addition to my amendment. *

Mr. FOLEY: 1In suapporting the
amendment he did so because, no matter
what sphere of life they were in, if they
were in a position to help those who were
not able to help themselves, it was their
duty to do so, and members on that side
bad been elected to represent every class,
irrespective of whether they were orgau-
ised or not. The very fact of the hon.
menber for Williams-Narrogin having
submiited such an amendmeni as this
showed that that member was true to his
principles. The young men who entered
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the service of the banks at the present
time were absolutely prohibited from be-
ing members of any union, and that as.
pect had not heen touched upon by bon,
members. If an amendment could be
proposed to prohibit banks having the
power to prevent any one from belonging
to a union, that would be going a great
way towards making the lot of the bank
clerks much better than it was at the
present time. This step should be taken
irrespective’ of whether it was out of
order in connection with a Bill under dis-
eussion, or whether it would make a Bill
lack symmetry, The amendment moved
by the member for Williams-Narrogin
should be carried hecaunse the employees
of the associated banks were entitled to
the help which it was proposed to give
them. ‘Their employment in the bank did
not afford them the opportunities that
boys and younths in other industries had.
He trusted the new elause would be car-
ried. :

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The object
of the measure was to make necessary
amendments prior to the consclidating
Act eoming into force. Therefore, the
proposed new clause was quite in order.
The member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood) seemed to think that all the virtnes
of legislation of this deseription were on
the Ministerial side of the House, and
that all the opposition to employees in
financial institutions marrying early in
life was on the Opposition side of the
House, He (Hon. Frank Wilson} had
personally taken exception to this repre-
hensible habit of finanecial institutions in-
terfering with the liberty of their em-
ployees on the question of marriage. On
one occasion he had approached a finan-
cial institution and strongly remonstrated
with them for putting this rule into foree.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): No person of sense would agree
with ik, '

Hon. FRANK WILSON: On that oec-
casion a young friend of his in a bank,
receiving a little less than £200 in salary,
desired to marry, and although he (Hon.
Frank Wilson) interviewed the manage-
ment, pointing out that the young man
was in a posifion to earn a considerable
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addition to his salary in the evenings
throngh olher attainments which he had,
yet the rule was enforced, and the young
man had to leave the bank and start
out afresh.

Mr, Allen:
he did.

The Attorney (teneral : T think that is
the proper cure.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In this case
it had heen the proper cure. But the
rule and the interference were objection-
able, and on that occasion he had told
the managers of the institution that it
was an arbitrarv power to which they
had no right, and that it would be neces-
sary some day for the Legislature to
deal with it. e coald not agree with
the wholesale eondemnation by the mem-
ber for Pilbara of certain private firms.
IMe did not think those firms had such a
regulation. However, he knew that fi-
nancial institutions had maintained the
role for many years past. The rule was
objectionable on every ground. It was
objectionable in the interests of the
young men themselves, and still more
ohjectionable in the interests of the young
women, who in many instances were de-
barred from taking the man of their
choice, settling down, and becoming mueh
more useful members of society than
they conld possibly be in their single
capacity. It was objectionable also on
the grounds that it did not debar men
from dishonest practices. On the eon-
trary, he believed it was rather an incen-
tive to such practiees.

The best day’s work ever

Tlie Attorney General : It demoralises
a man.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It was apt
to throw a man into avenues of amuse-
ment in his spare time which might pos-
sibly be detrimental to his moral charae-
ter, which might undermine his sense of
honesty and eventually lead to his be-
coming a derelict. Further than that,
it was undermining the very prineciple
we were all aiming at, namely, that we
might encourage our young people to
thrift, to matrimony, in order that we
might breed up a sturdy nation under
the British flag to protect the interests
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of Australia for all time. For those rea-
sons he would support the new clause.

Mr. George : Do you think it goes
far enough ¢

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Tt was not
certain that it did. There were many
other aspects of the question which
the hon. member himself might snggest.
It was an opportune time to put any le-
gislation of the sort on the statute-book.
Although ha was prepared to accepi this
legislation, so far as he was concerned,
yet he did not quite know how it was go-
ing to be effected, so far as our financial
institutions were roneerned,

Mr. T B. Joboston : T am assared
that they will lovally obey the law Im
this respect.

Hon., FRANIL WILSON : The bulk
of these instilutions were eontrolled from
outside the State, and therefore to put
inte gaol the manager of a bank who
wag merely carrying out the instructions
of his directors sitting in London or Mel-
bourne seemed to be a hardship.

Mr. E. B. Jehnston :
to fine the company.

Hoo, FRANK WILSON : However,
he was prepared to take the risk. He
was ruite prepared to take the risk of
the difficulties that would bhe found if
this clause was to be enforced through
the directors and those who were appar-
ently responsible not residing within the
Lborders of the State. The amendment
suggested by the member for Perth
(Mr. Dwyer) was hardly desirable. He
did not like to depart from the old Brit-
ish system of deeming a man innoeent
uptil he was proved guilty and he was
not prepared to support a proposal that
a mere declaration by somebody that he
Lhad DLeen threatened with dismissal
should be proof that an offence had been
committed. He suggested that the mem-
ber for Perth should wiithdraw that por-
tion of the amendment,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : We could never enforce any of
this proposed clanse.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Then let
an endeavour be made to enforce it.

The remedy is
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Hon. W.C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) :  Men will get the ‘fsack’’ just
the same.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Bank man-
agers did not as a rule wish fo dispense
with the services of good officers. They
had to earry out the instructions of their
directors and be helieved most bank
managers would make this new law a
sufficient excuse for not enforcing the
regulation. There might be some diffi-
culty in enforeing the law, but there eould
be no harm in trying. The practice of
attempting to resirict the marriage of
young people was pernicions.  There
were of course cases where young people
married without havineg proper means of
maintenanee. Sometimes that only en-
abled them to prove their mettle, at other
times a burden was placed upon their

people and occasionally sueh marri-
ages ended disastrously ; neverthe-
less, there were many estimable

voung people who were anxious to marry
and they should not be deprived of the
opportunity throngh regulations such as
this, The banks were to be blamed for
not paying a better salary to those who
had been working for them for many
vesrs. Young boys leaving school were
ready to go into banks because they eould
get £1 or 2Bs. per week sfraight away,
but after eight or ten years' service they
found they were only then worth £3 a
week., The banks did not seem to realise
that men who had served all those vears
were worth more than a mere subsist-
ence. The same argument eould very
often be advanced in regard to the eivil
service. He was happy to believe that
the practice in operation in banks did not
extend to private firms.

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: When
it became known that a Bill was to be
brought forward t¢ amend the Criminal
Code, he had been approached from all
quarters to amend a variety of sections
in the Code. After consulting with his
colleagues as to the best course to take it
was resolved that, inasmuch as the Gov-
ernment had to earry out the resolutions
of both Houses in 1911 and as those
resolutions committed them only to com-
pilation, and inasmuch as they had to

[ASSEMBLY.]

reprint the compilation, and it was net
desirable {o have manifest errors re-
published, a short amending Bill should
be passed and that it should be confined
to making necessary corrections.

Mr. MeDowall: One new clause would
not make any difference.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: There are other
amendments.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
only alterations proposed by the Bill
were to bring the Criminal Code inlo
harmony with law already in existence.
The amendment created a new offence.
Hon. members knew that he had certain
aims and reforms hut he had been obliged
to hold them over. Other people desired
certanin other reforms and they too had
to be refused for the time being.

Mr, MeDowall: We might defeat the
others because they might not be reason-
able, but might carry this,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was a vast number of suggested amend-
ments and alterations which commended
themselves to him, but he conld not in-
clude them becauvse this was a compila-
tion, IHe wonld be consistent. He would
not have it said that when asked that
certain amendments should be included
he had declined and that when one of
his own side proposed an amendment he
had aceepted it. He would not be charged
with that inconsistency, but the proposed
amendment had his genuine svmpathy,
and in its proper place and at the proper
time would receive his support. If it
came to a vote he would not ask the Com-
mittee to vote against if, but he was
certainly obliged by the course he had
taken to be consistent and to treat the
hon. member as he had treated other
people and himself.

Amendment put and passed; the new
clanse as amended agreed to.

Schedule, Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments,

House adjourned at 11.4 p.m.




